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Program Note

Phantasiai was commissioned by Sinta Quartet, Inc. with generous support and sponsorship from:
Bruno and Erika Yoshioka, Mark and Mary Ann Graser

In Stoic philosophy, Phantasiai (fan-TAY-zee-eye) refers to an impression, appearance, or the way in which something is
perceived. This work is the result of the impression my favorite saxophone quartet, Fantasy Etudes by William Albright,
has made on both myself and the saxophone community. Over the nearly thirty years since its premiere, the work is
performed regularly and considered to be among the greatest works in the repertoire. One of the strengths of the piece,
apart from the immense virtuosity required, is Albright’s ability to showcase the saxophone through a wide variety of
disparate styles and techniques. In his program note, he mentions the inclusion of these styles as intentionally conceived
“against type” for the usual “polite” saxophone.

Now, several decades later, Phantasiai is conceived as “against-against type” in that, in large part due to the influence of
Albright’s work, what is considered a typical saxophone style, sound, or genre has vastly expanded to the point where a
“typical” saxophone sound no longer exists. The saxophone can do anything, and do it really well. These six movements
are, in my mind, a spiritual “Book 2” of the Fantasy Etudes.

1. 94 Steps to the Brink
This title is taken from a sign on a trail down to the edge of the Tahquamenon Falls in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.
After reading, you can’t help but count each step as you walk down to the falls, edging closer and closer to the brink.

2. Radio Row

Radio Row was the nickname for Cortland Street in New York City from the 1920s to the 60s. The street housed several
radio equipment vendors and repair shops, becoming a frenzied hub for radio technology throughout the city. This
movement pays homage to this through several musical quotations of works featured in very early radio history, from
Handel’s Largo (broadcast in 1906 to ships sailing the Atlantic) to “Vesti la giubba” from Pagliacci (broadcast in 1910
from the Metropolitan Opera, sung by Enrico Caruso). These works, in addition to a handful from “Jelly Roll” Morton
and Mozart, are interspersed with warbling multiphonics phasing in and out of the texture like radio static.

3. Highway Hypnosis

Highway Hypnosis is the phenomenon of managing to drive an automobile for long distances, doing everything safely and
correctly, while afterwards having no recollection of the drive. This movement, beginning with one final holdover
quotation from Radio Row, recedes into an undulating texture with glacially unfolding harmony. The rhythm, while
muted and indistinct, creates an uneasy and evasive groove that is hard to pin down.

4. Fever Dream
The grooves in this movement are decidedly 7oz hard to pin down. It is an homage to 1970s Funk and Disco,
occasionally overcome with bouts of overzealous chromaticism.

5. Cavatina
A cavatina is a short song with a simple character. Much like Beethoven’s Cavatina from the op. 130 string quartet, this
movement serves as a “calm before the storm” of the final, tumultous movement.

6. Never Signed, Never Sent

This title comes from an unsent letter from Abraham Lincoln to General George Meade, detailing his profound
disappointment in his inability to pursue General Lee’s army after the Battle of Gettysburg, which may have well ended
the war. The letter, uncharacteristically heated and vitriolic, was never meant to be sent to Meade, but rather written as a
way to exorcise Lincoln’s anger. This movement is in the form of a tarantella, a frenzied and relentless dance mythically
known as a kind of exorcism to “sweat out” venom after a bite from a tarantula.

Duration: c. 26 minutes

www.mattbrownecomposer.com



Performance Note

Multiphonics
Multiphonic notation and fingerings are taken from the Marcus Weiss and Giorgio Netti Techniques of Saxophone Playing:
https://www.baerenreiter.com/materialien/weiss netti/saxophon/mehrklang-auswahl.htm
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Commissioned by Sinta Quartet, Inc. with generous support and sponsorship from
Full Score (TI‘ ansposed) Bruno and Erika Yoshioka and Mark and Mary Ann Graser

PHANTASIAI

for Saxophone Quartet
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Phantasiai - 94 Steps - Full Score (Transposed)
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Phantasiai - 94 Steps - Full Score (Transposed)
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Phantasiai - 94 Steps - Full Score (Transposed)
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Phantasiai - 94 Steps - Full Score (Transposed)
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56
e

Py |.M'U| y/
g 9 ||.' m ﬂ‘ﬂp
AN
1 o . Il
N T \
_| Hﬁ ¥
|
SR
2
L .0/ |H
A . |— Ha N
2
5 L e i, I
Rl
2
1l .c/ ]
=
Al TE |
2
u./
N
& (4 &
o e o aslp)
N < )

mp

\

7
o
[~

- mbe ghe-

64 A

sub. fff

sub. fff

61

7 ()

(45>

A

pp




Phantasiai - 94 Steps - Full Score (Transposed)

V4

VL -4

Ll

X]

<

17

11

QL QL R <O T A
xS Er s / |
. 4|1
O &H
B == . .
. . X o]
a1 a1 B S4TTO v
[ N
. o
i Eyill
ﬁ|w-, h gt
2 [y i
”_uﬂ./ e
QU dU A ¢
[ \ *r Kl
/r JIHL) X S
QU & S| = (N
= = 1 u
~d ~d IW < \) . ﬁ__
q i
¢ 3
K1

AV

N—
——

11

T 117

ﬁ/ <
Bl |
| |
U/ <STTTO
e ~d < \ i~
‘\.)V - QY i~
..__:r.7 ﬁ olllH
L el (e
< fmJ <a fmJ B <71 N f:
SN NOe NOe i) NlESN:E g

\ e




Phantasiai - 94 Steps - Full Score (Transposed)

Y
¢ i :
Py o
)
<d] ’ i
™
IUI>
<e o/ e A
o«
g3 3 EX
o i E=ig
<l T \,.x
v T
[ )
< /4 T
¢
— | |
¢ o A
o e
'w‘. u.
[\ <4l i «w .
XX XX NE
¢ e
—
¢ ™
<% o \ I
o |
¢ .\>
— A wu
o
N T
| <4 i3 iy
Y
N | |
'I -
h P -
L1
<4 o -
& =
o< < < <N
DN\ 4
< = o

\

| A

N—
-

AT

i A
<% I )
A JhE »
e -4&
. . >
N / L dv
B == H
L
4- A
A|p. hv>
% .
o [Y A i
[ . \ )
il \.\
¢
<4 BA

hw>
) ) ™ pl
o e
\|-u| RS
L il
q
N e
o
[ <d
A
. ) | A
< o :.
ol )
T N o ©
0\ V4
< ] m




Phantasiai - 94 Steps - Full Score (Transposed)

10

FeRed

mp

AY
]

b
p

£e

NEE AN TN

89

o

| : |

-
\ .

i

o o

—
=

7

_»

>

A

=8

<
G

i

o <
e

=

A

87
e

]

X

Pie e-he)

=

\

closed slap

(with pitch)

91

ety 23 e
n = 1 @) ie]
Sz [ EC . &= |hw &
SE
™y .J_V/ T T >
3/ 1 |.4v/ T n.mJ ||..€ >n_ml.,
!
[
B
\ .
gy
)
U/ 1 |.€/ | A
)
)4
. 1/ 1
Uv .Mﬂ g S | A
NEe NG NG N
\ 4
< = e



2. Radio Row
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"Jelly Roll" Morton, Mr. Jelly Lord
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3. Highway Hypnosis
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