


Program Note
This piece explores some of the various, contrasting qualities
of swarm behavior – viciousness, unpredictability, ambiguity,
agitation,  etc.  –  exhibited  through  the  medium of  a  large
swarm of string instruments.

The size of the ensemble may range from one player per part
to  a  full-sized  orchestral  string  section  with  relative
proportional number of players per part. 

Instrumentation
Violin I (a)
Violin I (b)
Violin II (a)
Violin II (b)

Viola (a)
Viola (b)

Violoncello (a)
Violoncello (b)

Contrabass

Duration: c. 8 minutes
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Continue long, festering trills (with dynamic swells)

on given notes with short rests in between. Do not 

synchronize with other players.
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Continuously repeat the given pitches, at first slow and melodic.

Immediately begin to accel. poco a poco (disregarding the conductor's 

tempo, as well as your neighbors) until you are playing as fast as possible.
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°

¢

Vln. I (a)

Vln. I (b)

Vln. II (a)

Vln. II (b)

Vla.

Vla. (b)

Vc. (a)

Vc. (b)

Cb.

mf molto legato

mf molto legato

mf molto legato

mf molto legato
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&
í ™™

°

¢

(sul tasto)

Continuously repeat the given pitches, at first slow and melodic.

Immediately begin to accel. poco a poco (disregarding the conductor's 

tempo, as well as your neighbors) until you are playing as fast as possible.
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†
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B í ™™

°

¢

non vib.

sul tasto

Continuously repeat the given pitches, at first slow and melodic.

Immediately begin to accel. poco a poco (disregarding the conductor's 

tempo, as well as your neighbors) until you are playing as fast as possible.
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†
¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯

B í ™™

°

¢

Continuously repeat the given pitches, at first slow and melodic.

Immediately begin to accel. poco a poco (disregarding the conductor's 

tempo, as well as your neighbors) until you are playing as fast as possible.

(sul tasto)
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†
¯¯¯

?
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? í ™™

°

¢

Continuously repeat the given pitches, at first slow and melodic.

Immediately begin to accel. poco a poco (disregarding the conductor's 

tempo, as well as your neighbors) until you are playing as fast as possible.
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¢

Vln. I (a)

Vln. I (b)

Vln. II (a)

Vln. II (b)

Vla. (a)

Vla. (b)

Vc. (a)

Vc. (b)

Cb.

molto

10-15"

molto

molto

fff

molto fff

molto
fff

molto
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mf molto legato molto

molto

mf molto legato
molto
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4

4

4

4

4

&

gradually move from sul tasto to 

sul pont over the course of this bar.
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gradually move from sul tasto to 

sul pont over the course of this bar.
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gradually move from sul tasto to 

sul pont over the course of this bar.
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gradually move from sul tasto to 

sul pont over the course of this bar.
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B

gradually move from sul tasto to 

sul pont over the course of this bar.
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sul pont over the course of this bar.
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? í ™™

°

¢

(sul tasto)

Continuously repeat the given pitches, at first slow and melodic.

Immediately begin to accel. poco a poco until you are playing as 

fast as possible.

gradually move from sul tasto to 

sul pont over the course of this bar.
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?

gradually move from sul tasto to 

sul pont over the course of this bar.
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°

¢

non vib.

sul tasto

Continuously repeat the given pitches, at first slow and melodic.

Immediately begin to accel. poco a poco until you are playing as 

fast as possible.

gradually move from sul tasto to 

sul pont over the course of this bar.
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¢

Vln. I (a)

Vln. I (b)

Vln. II (a)

Vln. II (b)

Vla. (a)

Vla. (b)

Vc. (a)

Vc. (b)

Cb.
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q = 88, Tempo I
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sul C sempre til 122
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sul C sempre til 121
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sul pont.
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Vln. I (a)

Vln. I (b)

Vln. II (a)

Vln. II (b)

Vla. (a)

Vla. (b)
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Vc. (b)

Cb.
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Vc. (b)

Cb.

sffp festering
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Vc. (a)

Vc. (b)
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117 118

&
∑

>
≥

non div.

&

&

≥

7 7 7

7 7 7

&

6
6

6 6 6

B

5 5

5 5

5

5

B

≥

?

6

6

6
6

6

?

non vib.

> ≥

non div.

≥

6

6

6

?
∑ ∑


œb

j

˙ œœ
œb œn

æææ

œ
œ

#

æææ

œœ

æææ

œ

œn

æææ

œ
œ

b

æææ
œ
œ

æææ

œ
œ

æææ

œ

œ

æææ

œœœœœb œ

œ ™ œœœœœœ
œb œœb œb œn œœœœœb œœœœ w

œb œ œb œb
œn
œ
œb
œ œ œb œ

æææ

œ

æææ
œ

æææ
œ

æææ

œ

æææ
œ

æææ
œ

æææ

œœœœ œ œ
œb
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ œ
œ

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ

œ œ œ œœœœ œ
œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ œœœ œœ

œ
œ œ œ

œ ™ œ œ œ œ
œœ œ

œ œ

œ
œ#

œ œ œ
œ

œ

œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

ææ
æ

œ
œ

ææ
æ

œ
œ

æææ

œœ

æææ

œœ#

æææ

œœ

æææ

œ
œ

æææ
œ
œ

˙ œ

œ#
œ#

œ# œ# œ
œ

œ
œ#

œ#
œ#

œ# œ# œ
œ

œ

˙n

œ
œ# œ# œ# œœœœ

œœ
œ œ

˙ œ œ
œ# œ#

ææ
æ

œ
œ
n

#

ææ
æ

œ
œ

ææ
æ

œ

œ

ææ
æ
œœ

ææ
æ

œ

œ

ææ
æ

œ
œ

ææ
æ

œ
œ œ œ#

œ
œ œ œœ œ

Ó Œ


œ

j œ œœœ

ææ
æ

œœ

ææ
æ

œ
œ

ææ
æ

œ
œb

ææ
æ
œœnb

ææ
æ

œ
œ

ææ
æ

œ
œ

ææ
æ

œœ œœ
œ œ œ œ œœ œ

SWARM - Full Score

44



°

¢

Vln. I (a)

Vln. I (a)
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Vln. II (b)
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Vc. (a)

Vc. (b)

Cb.
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