Matthew Browne

Farthest
South

for Symphony Orchestra

2015

Copyright © 2015 Maestoso Music




Program Note

This piece is one of a planned series of tone poems titled Cabiner of Curiosities, inspired by fantastical tales of
curious natural specimens, archeological artifacts, and unique artworks that may or may not have any basis
in reality.

The term farthest south refers to the most southerly latitudes reached by explorers during the so-called
“Heroic Age” of Antarctic Exploration prior to the conquest of the South Pole in 1911. Ernest Shackleton’s
“Nimrod Expedition” of 1907-09 reached a latitude of 88° 23' S. This was, by far, the farthest south
reached at that time.

What is largely unknown about this expedition, however, is the unusual encounter made by Shackleton and
his company. While traversing atop Beardmore Glacier, a monumental discovery by the Nimrod Expedition
(which sits at approximately 83° S, farthest south at that time), they came into view of an awesome sight; an
expansive and glorious field of curious glass structures, between four and fifteen feet in height. They were
immaculate, crystalline, impeccably smooth, and laid out with meticulous and symmetrical coordination,
reminiscent of the quiet solemnity of a cemetery. When the sunlight rose above the surrounding mountain
ranges and hit these fantastic monuments, a brilliant diffusive gleam of light filled the glacial valley, and
illuminated everything it touched with the brightest white light imaginable. Even more curious is that the
arduous Antarctic weather seemed to have no erosive effect on the cleanliness of these structures, and that
analysis shows that they have been sitting like this, unblemished, for the past 4,000 years. It is still unknown
who built or arranged them.

It seems that a change is needed in the farthest south record book.

Instrumentation

Piccolo

Flute 1-2

Oboe 1-2

English Horn

Clarinet in Bb 1-2

Clarinet in Bb 3 (Dbl. Bass Clarinet in Bb)
Bassoon 1-2

Contrabassoon

Horn in F 1-4
Trumpet in C 1-3
Trombone 1-2
Trombone 3 (Bass)
Tuba

Timpani (327, 297, 26, 23”) (with suspended cymbal)

Percussion 1
Marimba, Crotales (with bow)

Percussion 2
Glass Wind Chimes, Suspended Cymbal, Large Tam-tam (with bow)

Percussion 3
Vibraphone (with bow), Bass Drum

Harp
Celesta

Violin I
Violin II
Viola
Violoncello
Contrabass

Duration: c¢. 8 min.
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Farthest South - Full Score (Transposed)
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