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Program Note

“Barnstorming” was a bizarre fad of the 1920s, where skilled pilots would use old WW!I biplanes to travel
around the Midwest, landing on random farms. There they would charge the locals for airplane rides, and
perform thrilling airshows called “flying circuses”. Much like traveling circuses, these barnstormers stayed
in one given place for only a short while, and their arrivals were tremendously exciting for the culturally and
technologically reclusive farmer audiences. These airshows were tremendously gripping, but were also
excessively dangerous. Some of the stunts they performed were: barrel rolls, flips, dives, wing walking
(walking on the wings of a moving plane), midair plane transfers, and even playing tennis on the wings of a
moving plane. Quite often these barnstormers were injured or killed performing these stunts. The strange
and ridiculous juxtaposition of the exciting thrills and tremendous danger is the main impetus for this piece.

The music opens with a terrifying and visceral growl, signifying the engine of the plane starting up. After
taking to the air, we are abruptly introduced to some exciting popular ragtime music, soon to be joined by
some jarring dissonances. Quickly and with agility, we move from style to style, tempo to tempo,
interspersed with exciting flips and stunts. After a return to our ragtime theme joined by several other styles
vying for our attention, we finally enter clear skies, and come to a glorious climax. However, this does not
last long, as very soon after our plane stalls, and we come crashing down to earth.

I have always been interested, fascinated, and tickled by polystylism. From Ives to Schnittke to Zorn, I
believe that the intrinsic humor in the incongruity of it all is worth pursuing. While I have always dabbled
with such techniques in my music, with this piece I go all out. I was aiming for a ridiculous mix of styles
nestled somewhere in between Gershwin, Stravinsky, Mendelssohn, and Carl Stalling.

This work 1s dedicated to my nephew, Ethan Browne.

Instrumentation

* One player per part is preferred. Doubling parts is possible, at discretion of conductor (but in keeping with a balanced sound)

Piccolo

Flute 1-2

Flute 3-4

Oboe 1-2

Clarinet in Eb

Clarinet in Bb 1-2
Clarinet in Bb 3-4
Bass Clarinet in Bb 1-2
Bassoon 1-2
Contrabassoon

Soprano Saxophone in Bb
Alto Saxophone in Eb
Tenor Saxophone in Bb
Baritone Saxophone in Eb

Horn in F 1-4
Trumpet in C 1-3
Trombone 1-2
Trombone 3 (Bass)
Euphonium

Tuba

Timpani (327, 297, 26, 23”)

Percussion 1
Thunder Sheet (with drum sticks), 2 Woodblocks, Xylophone, Ratchet, Triangle

Percussion 2
Bass Drum, Glockenspiel, Flexatone

Percussion 3
Lion’s Roar, Drum Kit (Kick, Snare, Hi-hat, Crash), Triangle, Suspended Cymbal, Tambourine, Tam-tam

Harp
Piano

Contrabass

Duration: ¢. 7 min.
www.mattbrownecomposer.com
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60 BARNSTORMING SEASON - Full Score (Transposed)

Frenzied

Frantic, irregular fingered gliss.

@ N LA A adhering to the rhythm provided.
A Ab b A A A
A A
‘5 ba 27 B8 PETTTT T Ptebtd .
. 7 I L L { I I I — I T T t f i T
rice. [ T T e e B [ IO s P Lo e
—
D) [ Frantic, irregular fingered gliss. ] [ ]
S -W . adhering o the thythm provided.
A A A
a2 ALALA 3 b bEWA A A A A A
) ; A A absbe =2P£ hﬁ [T Y A ACA A | A
b A I 5 2] D = Il T L L e 1 L L | L 1 1 } } } } } } Y ‘r ; 7
Fl. 12| | 2 b o = e rr—— ;
:
D) — Frantic, irregular fingered gliss, —_ f
fﬁ adhering to the rhythm provided. ]
bE WY, SN A A A
0 S Lf | e Bt =
FL 3-4 || ¥ - e
.3-4 (o S i L L I i i i i T T T t i i i Y T ¥ : - Y
D) — Frantic, irregular fingered gliss. =l ]
2 £ adhering to the rhythm provided.
2 b
A
4 F S =
Ob 1_2 I fan) Il Il Il | T T T T T T =
© o > — — | ]
~— 3

S J Frantic, irregular fingered gliss.

adhering to the thythm provided. E

A LA A A A A A
H e b & 200 e T S T
, yan ¥ ‘% e e e — — —1—+ T — N
B> Cl. || Hey FS 1 — T — —— f Ry
© - — e e e :
w M I—fff Frantic,irregular fingered gliss. = == =]
adhering to the thythm provided.
0 S A~_A_A A Al AN LA A A A A A =
- I} »
cl 1-2 || X =, fe z: i | | ] i ;i
. & ;3 S 7 e ™ : e | e | ] ] 7 ¥
b}/ | — T b# Nu );) q.{ ;‘ < I — I T T T T T n
. ——
LT [ LY : : 5 3 — T
~ ~— V. Vv Vv 3 3
N/ — fff Frantic, irregular fingered gliss. 3 3
a2, . adhering to the thythm provided.
A A, A A
) b/ . AI%;CA‘_.—_'—E e S A A=
Cl. 3-4 || 5 ¥ = = ha—o 2@ 0@ =7 } f : T ; A
.  Fan) rS N I T Il & & 7 1 1 " L | — I T T T T T
9 = Nn bota—e = j— ] ] | } 7 ;
5 seer? [EEE LT 3 — - 1 L -
~ = vV VvV nn Frantic, irregular fingered gliss. 3 3
¥ A t— JIf adhering to the thythm provided. : 3 3
A A A
0 ALA A 5 o WS A A
A s i i st e e s S S
B.ClL 12| |5 Foe p = 7F 2 [ e =
3 = _—— e | | (1 |
N2 — Jfff Frantic, irregular fingered gliss. L] LTTT™
adhering to the thythm provided.
a2 A A A A A AL
e A ALA LA AA A A
o shp pheigb £ BTttt bl d a2 s s
Bsn. 1-2 ——— == R e e R R ST s ——
S high =
ighest note
o [
Cbsn. ||E£ L
Frantic, irregular fingered gliss.
N A adhering to the rhythm provided. M ——
S ALA LA A
Aba b — bE hg . . AVA A A A .
9 eSOV 1) % i e e S B N s e S S SRS oW SR
Sop. Sax. ||Hes £ — — —_— e e B S B s M it w2
b}/ Il T T T Il Il T hhddaiaind
— _—— e —— —
S Frantic, irregular fingered gliss.
- adhering to the thythm provided.
> A A A
_ e’ g
= A A A >
A £ E E A, A —
0 ] A L e fb‘F h"t | | | 1 A
A ] i s — — ] — ] | | | ] T ? Y y
Alto Sax. || Hes T s e —— t t t T ] i Y : .
D) I 3 3 3 3 3 ] el
ﬁs - . . 3 3
Frantic, irregular fingered gliss. 3
NN adhering to the thythm provided.
> LA b/\ o A A
fam A A A
A A ALA A A £ A, A A A A
0 A T o Pb# » ‘Fh h"& ‘E [ ‘ ‘ | | [ | | | Y Y Arvansh DA A
4 'y t—o—f f T — ! ! I 1 L ‘
Ten. Sax. ||y s 7 r3 = e s s I e s s St M G s s s
S e — — T Py
Frantic, irregular fingered gliss.
. A adhering to the thythm provided.
> A A A
= ) A =
A LA A A A E A s
> A A 2 fe = he fbﬁl hf‘ = # | | 1 A =
: m:g% < T — = — = e e s B ——— { T | — | I T T i ?
Bari. Sax. i g4 I | I i i i i 7 ; Y
3

Beginning with the highest note possible,
wild and frantic downward gliss. roughly

aFZ followm% the contour of the line. lower bell

(bell up)

A
— ALA LALA
0 o A A sbetebe =
v's f be—o £ o 1 — —
Hn. 1-2 ||y = o 1 2 i — - —
5 t e i i e
D] [ i —— -
nf S s
Beginning with the highest note possible,
, wild and frantic downward gliss. roughly
(bell up)A R 42 following the contour of the line. lower bell
— — A A A A
9 P ’ - \F\
Hn. 34| f1 5 EE e = | — — —
o L4 i —
mf S se !
Frantic, irregular fingered gliss.
adhering to the rhythm provided.
A 2. remove mute bg’.en - —~ AA A A A A
. A
/ T 2 : ey e x
Tot. 12| 2 i MJ&
Dl 1& EE
PP — &E
Frantic, irregular fingered gliss.
remove mute open I adhering to the thythm provided.
A A
’J\'f) ¥ = f f t T T
Tpt. 3 ||Hey & ; ¥ ! i t t T
D t — f t f t T T
) e = = 5 — | —— ] :
—rr -ﬂf 3 3
3 p
Wild, irregular glissandi 3
> following the contour provided.
o0 #
T B _g—
Tbn. 1-2 L " —
[ ppor —
Pp S ser
Wild, irregular glissandi
~ following the contour provided.
t
B.Tbn. L S ~ ——
~— s —
PP — fff sc ing! Frantic, irregular fingered gliss. =
X adhering to the rhythm provided.
— P
A A A A A 3 3 p
£ S 0 s s [ S ST
—_—
t t ! = t | | { } } f T t
Euph T T 14 Il T T }
S s 3
high =
ighest note
i
Thba. |- t
ff—
Frenzied Glissando on highest timp. to lowest possible note.
"Catch" the low D on the lowest timp.
—— =
. — e e -
Timp. & ’X Sa e s B s S S L e e e L
z b e = o = = o = o = < = g — | T |
= = = = = = E&E
p -/
(T.Sheet) A A A A : T : 5‘ : l
Perc. 1 ||HH v 3 —— ] | 3 | | | |
P — - o o -
®BD) =
Perc. 2 ||HHE = T
33— P
> > £
Sus. Cym. T J J ~ =~
= ¥ ¥
Perc. 3 ||HE 3 ; & FS
P f Tam-tam ;
.
D
£
0
w4 s — Wild, irregular glissandi
o5 following the contour provided.
Hj * o
p- 2 |
. T
* N
< f ¢ ——
- — chromatic clusters —
DEC#B> BbFEGHAb s = £
I i
IA = T
A ¥ t ¥
& 7S 7S
—
D) &
Pno. flamboyant | T D)
white Key gliss. o3
¥ 2 —
i ]
¥ 5 ¥ ¥ ¥ T
< f - i |
- ‘ I F
> Wild, irregular double stop glissandi following I
the contour provided. Change strings ad lib. =
b2 >
(non div ) e — e P
T —& —— T e —— — — !
Cb Il Il T P — i 4] B . —— | N 1
X t t = . —— ~— = ——
t t = — 1% — ¥ ~——
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